Garden sheds aren't just the domain of grandads and allotment holders. Discover
how investing in a simple wooden shed — or glorious garden room — can reward
you with massive lifestyle benefits, and improve the look of your garden plot too
Words Katherine Sorrell

here's one simple, surefire way to tell whether
I,!-l..,l.i.'\ll- reached middle dage. We all know the
ones about your kids' music having no proper
tune, teachers looking impossibly youthful and
reclining armchairs suddenly gaining a mysterious
allure, But theres an even better one. Sheds
When you were young you probably never gave
sheds a second thought. Now, however, you can't get
them out of your head. If you have one, you wish it
were bigger, mare attractive, better orgamzed inside
If you don’t have one, you long for one in the wauy you
once longed for ballet lessons, a chopper bike or a
second glance from Jamie Hesketh in the fourth year
Don't get me wrong; | know sheds aren't a panacea
for all ills. But they come jolly close. When you run
iut of storage space in the house sheds can be used
to keep those things that you otherwise despair of
finding space for: wet suits, inflatable dolphins,
parasols and other bulky beach kit; ski and
snowboarding stuff; rackets and balls of all kinds
bikes, scooters and skateboards; several hundred
half-used tins of paint — you get the idea. That's not
even to mention the shed's primary purpose, which
is, of course, for gardening gear. The more gresn
fingered will use a potting shed as a miniature
nursery, pricking out and potting on to their heart's
content. But even the blackest-thumbsed of us needs
somewhere to keep the mower and the strimmer, plus
all those spades, rakes and forks, pots and watering
cans, hoses and secateurs
If you're shightly more ambitious, you can use a
shed as a real extension of the house. They're great
hobby places, whether painting or pottery, model
making or miniature railways. As a DIY workshop
they're ideal. And they can be brilliant for business
too. Did you know that Ikea was started in a shed?
Even if you don't want to dominate the world with
flat-pack furniture, you could certainly set up a small
office in a shed. There are plenty of websites devoted
to this idea. Go to http/shedworking.blogspot.com

for humour as well as inspiration
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